St. Theresa’s R.C. Primary School SEN
Information Report

What we offer to support the learning and additional needs of
children with SEND

St. Theresa’s is an inclusive and supportive school that aims to inspire and have high
ambitions for all our pupils. As a Catholic school our aim is to nurture and develop within
our children all of their talents. We strongly believe in inclusion and high targets being set
for all our children. We pride ourselves on high quality teaching and providing a bespoke
curriculum for our children. We are aware that each child is unique and their individual
needs are therefore also unique. We strive to create a curriculum that is adapted and
designed to be inspiring and engaging. At the heart of our teaching is encouragement and
nurturing our children, helping them to overcome any barriers they may encounter whilst
developing theirindependent learning. We seek to identify need and use expert guidance
when required.

Pupils are fully at the heart of the decision-making process at St. Theresa’s. We engage
pupils by talking with them about their learning and including then wherever possible so
that they have ownership of their targets and are fully included in the evaluation and
impact these have had. We aim to support parents as the primary educators of their
children. We follow a ‘needs driven’ approach to SEND provision and we listen to and work
with both children and parents to evaluate what children need and we aim to provide this.
We know that parents are our key partners in how we meet the additional needs of our
pupils. Through our parent partnership we ensure that parents are fully involved and
informed about the provision made for their child and the impact this may be having.

How we identify Individual Special Educational Needs

When pupils have identified SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities) before
they start at St. Theresa’s R C Primary School, we will work with the people who already
know them and use the information already available to identify what their SEN (Special
Educational Needs) will be in our school setting.

If you have any concerns or you think your child has a SEN we will discuss this with you.
We will share with you what we find and agree with you what the next actions will be and
what you can do to help your child. If you have any concerns please feel free to make an
appointment to see either your child’s class teacher or Mrs Mccombe (SENCO).

If our teachers think your child is not making the same progress as their peer group,
they will initially share this concern with you in order to establish if there are any
barriers to learning that the school can support you and your child with.



This may involve completing the ‘Early Help Tool ‘to identify the areas school can help
you with.

We review our SEN register every 6 months The plan/do/ review cycle runs from March
to October and involves the use of a graduated approach to identifying need and
providing SEN support. As follows :-

Early Intervention — Class teacher/ SENCO/ parent identify a barrier to
learning and work together to eradicate this. After an agreed timescale
progress is reviewed. Action may be to progress to stage 1, remain at Early
Intervention or ‘monitoring is no longer required’.

Stage 1 - Class teacher and SENCO agree on a programme of extra provision
or an intervention. An Individual Action Plan (IAP ) is drawn up with parent /
child contribution

Stage 2 — SENCO seeks further assessment for the child/ works with external
agency. Children in the process of EHC plan submission will continue to be
recorded at stage 2

Stage 3 — Child has an EHCP plan which is overseen by the SENCO working
with the LEA.

How we involve pupil and their parents/carers in
identifying SEN and planning to meet them

We are child and family centred so you can expect to be fully involved in assessment of
SEN this will include, regular planning meetings with school staff and, where
appropriate, outside agencies.

Where your child’s needs may be more complex, we may complete a Child Centred
Review. This process assesses all aspects of your child’s learning and development and
indeed the impact upon your whole family. An action plan will be drawn up and
professionals will complete this to help your child to make progress.

When we assess SEN we will discuss with you if understanding and behaviour are the
same at school and home; we take this into account and work with you so that we are all
helping your child in the same way and helping them make progress.

Where appropriate we will write and review Provision Maps and targets with pupils and
parents/carers on a 6 monthly cycle. This allows smooth transition onto a new class with
an existing action plan already in place.

We use a mixture of interventions to support a child identified on the SEN register.

How we adapt the curriculum so that we meet SEN

All staff provide ‘High Quality First Teaching’ within the classroom. This is our ‘Universal
Offer’ and it ensures that all children learn at their level. ‘Minor Adjustments’ will be
made in the classroom on a daily basis to facilitate the needs of all learners. Teachers
know their pupils well and take this information in to account when planning lessons.



We use additional schemes/materials so that we have something at the right level for
pupils on Early Intervention programmes or with identified SEN needs.

We use school-based programmes such as ‘Fast Phonics’, Precision Teaching and
‘Inference Intervention Programme’, ‘Dough Disco’ alongside purchased programmes
such as Wellcom and Blast for language and communication.

How we modify teaching approaches

i We use many different strategies in order to provide the most effective way a
particular child may learn.

i Many of our staff are trained in a variety of approaches which means we are able to
adapt to a range of SEN: specific learning difficulties, including Dyslexia, Autism; speech,
language and communication needs; and behavioural, social and emotional difficulties.

1 We are supported by Oldham’s Local SEND offer and seek advice from other
professionals in order to provide effective provision for children with a SEND need.

SEND Contact Information

We hope that this provides you with the information you need but if there is anything you
feel we could help you with further do not hesitate to contact the school office or the
following specialist staff:

i SENCO — Miss S. Kershaw

i Head teacher — Mrs L. McCombe

i SEND Link Governor — Mairhead Handrick

SEND Policy

More information regarding SEND at St. Theresa’s can be found within our SEND policy

Useful Links for SEND

POINT Oldham (Parental Support Group): www.pointoldham.co.uk
Oldham Local Authority’s Local Offer: www.oldham.gov.uk/localoffer
Information, Advice and Support Service: www.iassoldham.co.uk



http://corpuschristi.oldham.sch.uk/contact/
http://www.pointoldham.co.uk/
http://www.oldham.gov.uk/localoffer
http://www.iasoldham.co.uk/
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